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President George W. Bush 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington D.C. 20500 

Dear President Bush: 

I am writing you regarding the National Animal Identification System (NAIS) which I believe to 
be an unnecessary and burdensome increase in the size and role of the Federal Government. 

Suppliers of beef, pork, lamb, and poultry often buy their animals from small farmers, farmers 
who work hard to raise healthy marketable animals. Agribusiness suppliers are of course free to 
buy or not buy from any farmer. Here, at the point where an animal enters the food chain is 
where responsibility, security, and regulatory control should be focused. Not on the already 
overburdened small fanner. 

This issue was first brought to my attention by two of my constituents, Celeste Bishop and Pat 
Showalter. Both Pat and Celeste raise small numbers of Kinder Goats for personal enjoyment. It 
is impossible to see how forcing them, and others like them, to comply with the NAIS will 
protect food safety in our nation. 

It is my request that you order the United States Department of Agriculture to forgo 
implementation of the NAIS program, or alternatively, to delay the issuance of any rules related 
to NAIS to give our nations small farmers more opportunity to learn about the NAIS program, 
and to comment upon it. 

 

LEGISLATIVE OFFICE: 416 JOHN L. O’BRIEN BUILDING, PO BOX 40600, OLYMPIA, WA 98504-0600 * 360—786-7816 
TOLL-FREE LEGISLATIVE HOTLINE: 1-800-562-6000 * TDD: 1-800-635-9993 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 


